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Robert Parker Wine Advocate – October 2016  

 

The 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon Missouri Hopper Vineyard has an opaque purple color and a youthful blackberry 

and black raspberry-scented nose with some notes of lead pencil shavings, forest floor and tobacco leaf. It is 

full-bodied, rich in fruit, and incredibly youthful and backward for a 2014. A big boy at 15.2% finished alcohol, 

it would benefit from 2-4 years of bottle age. It is certainly capable of lasting 20 or more years..-RP 

Like the wines themselves, larger-than-life Frenchman Jean Hoefliger is the winemaking consultant behind the 

small quantities of The Debate, where he has partnered with Rob McKay. After the incredibly successful 2013s, 

Hoefliger has followed up with equally fine 2014s, which are nearly as concentrated as the 2013s, slightly less 

structured, but for most consumers, more delicious and fruit forward, although several of these wines would 

certainly merit some bottle age to shed tannin. These are very impressive wines from consultant Jean Hoefliger 

and his partner, Rob McKay. 


